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occupy. Three months later, under orders from
Peking, Li informed the French representative that
China would never consent to be ignored in regard to
the affairs of her tributary yassal; that a special
mission from the King of Annam had just arrived at
Peking to ask for protection; that the Chinese
forces had been ordered to reoccupy their former
posts in Tongking ; and that Li himself was about to
proceed to Canton as Commander-in-Chief of the
Chinese Army. Thereupon M. Ferry, " le Tonkinois,"
took immediate steps to reinforce the French troops
In Cochin China, and it really seemed as if LI would
be compelled5 much against his will, to abandon the
field of diplomacy for that of active hostilities. In
April the French Chamber passed a supplementary
naval vote of five and a half million francs for Tong-
king, and M. Tricou was transferred from Tokyo to
replace M. Bouree at Peking, with instructions to
deal " amicably but very firmly " with the Chinese
Government.
M. Tricou, arriving at Shanghai on June 6th, met
there Li Hung-chang, ostensibly en route for Canton
to take up his military command. It Is interesting
to speculate as to the motive of Li's temporarily
bellicose attitude, assumed in contradiction to all
his avowed policy. There is every reason to believe
that his journey south was never more than a " bluff,"
intended as much for the benefit of the war party in
Peking as to impress the French. In any case, it
:amed him no farther than Shanghai. " The firm-
ness of our attitude," wrote M. Tricou to his Govern-
ment on July 20th, " has sufficed to keep Mm here
a month and to prevent him from proceeding to
take over command of the southern provinces."

